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‘CATHEDRAL OF PRAISE’
DAILY FEEDING PROGRAM
Manila, Philippines with David & Beverley Sumrall

DAILY MANNA: MAKING A DIFFERENCE
Branching out from one stable, central location
has made a huge difference in the daily feeding
program. Now 2000 children are fed every single
day, rain, shine, storm or cloudless skies. The
children learn a memory verse and learn to pray.
The daily, consistent presence in the area has
received the attention of some local businesses,
schools and hospitals. Some hospitals are now
partnering to provide medical services and some
businesses doing special things for the children as
part of their social responsibility program.
Five-year-old Cindy lives in Happy Land, near
the break water, and is a recipient of the daily

manna feeding program. Her mother, Michelle,
works as a house helper and is seldom at home
during the day. Her stepfather is a fisherman and
is able to stretch his money just enough to buy
milk for the children. Cindy cares for her 2-yearold sister and 1-year-old brother, bathing and
feeding them. There isn’t always food in the house
and sometimes the neighbour will bring food to
her. Cindy always feeds her brother and sister first
and then herself, if there is enough. With the daily
feeding, a nutritious meal now comes to her house
each day. She knows that each day there will be
food and this puts a smile on her little face.
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THANKFUL TO BE A PART OF GOD’S
COMPASSIONATE OUTREACH:
“One-half day of our life can help a child forever”
Volunteers of Cathedral of Praise claim that they
soon become addicted to the few, special hours they
spend with the children during the feeding program.
Once you arrive, kids will take you by the hand; they
know the routine; they know what to do. Young Rose, for
example, a deaf mute, always carries her school card to
the feeding so she can communicate her name with the
volunteers. She loves to help distribute the food and see
the joy on the kids’ faces that are lined up and waiting.
Jonas found out that not all the children in the
neighbourhood are happy and running to the feeding. On
the floor of one of the buildings, under his grandmother’s
care, he found 2-year-old Justin despondent and laying
on the floor. He had been sick for 2 weeks. Jonas prayed
for him, gave him food and watched the strength begin
to creep back into his body.
David, a volunteer from one of the singing groups,
commented, “It is a reality check. All the poverty stories
could come from here: streets completely covered with
muddy garbage, sacks of plastic, refuse tied to the walls
and waiting for collection, parents separating leftovers
from soggy cardboard boxes, kids too weak and too
sick to run to go to the feeding.” Yet, these are the ones
Jesus loves. The ones he was looking at when he told the
disciples to feed the 5000; the ones who moved Him
with compassion.

BLESSED TO BE A BLESSING
David Sumrall, pastor of Cathedral of Praise,
Manila, recently had a birthday. He decided to
treat a thousand children to a local restaurant
similar to McDonalds. It was very special that
the food was distributed to them. Most of the
children had never had fried chicken before!
They live on scraps gathered from garbage
dumps and re-fry whatever meat is left on the
bones in the dump. After the meal, the mascot
from the restaurant came and pictures were
taken of the children. The problem was that
many were naked. So, as they filed through the
container van to get their photo, the workers
had an assortment of clothes they put on the
children and then reused for the next group.
It is important to not give something to the
children that the adults can steal and then sell.
But this food in their tummies was something
that no one could take away!
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BEHOLD THE LAMB
Key Scripture: John 1:29

“Behold the Lamb
who takes away the
sin of the world”

O

ne of the theological terms we often hear
used in describing the sacrifice of Jesus is
the word “vicarious”. Although most people,
including many Christians, have some concept
about the death of Jesus, many still do not
have a real understanding as to what the term
vicarious really means when it comes to Jesus
sacrifice.

As far as Calvary is concerned the word primarily
means “substitutionary”. Calvary was the scene
of the only true vicarious sacrifice ever offered. As
Christians, we need to distinguish carefully between
the kind of self sacrifice a man can make and the
vicarious sacrifice which Jesus made when He died
on the cross.
There are many ways in which a mortal creature
can surrender life prematurely. A martyr may be killed
because of some provocation by others who are
determined to kill him. A hero may sacrifice himself
for someone else; a criminal may be executed as a
penalty for his crime; a person may commit suicide
because he cannot deal with life’s problems any
longer or, as in the case of a terrorist, may destroy
himself in an effort to destroy others.
In all of these cases these deaths have one common
denominator: they are all just premature in nature
because death comes to all men. Furthermore, in
each of these examples it is not a matter or question
of choosing to die - all men will die sooner or later.
This is the main difference between the death of Jesus
and death of any other person: “it is appointed for all
men to die” (Hebrews 9:27). As mortal creatures we
really have no choice.

Romans 5:12 makes it clear that death was never
intended to be the lot for mankind, but it entered in
because of sin: “Therefore, just as sin entered the
world through one man, and death through sin, and
in this way death came to all people, because all
sinned.”
The treatment that Jesus received from others
revealed the true nature of man and how evil he
can be. The climax of Jesus’ mistreatment was the
crucifixion. History records that Jesus submitted
Himself to death by the hands of evil men, but that is
not what really happened. In actual fact, no man took
His life. The truth is yes, Jesus did die on the cross,
but He did not die because of it. From the human
point of view the record in Acts 2:33 states that He
was crucified and slain by the hands of wicked men.
But in actual fact He dismissed life itself. He did not
surrender it. In the time of His own choosing, Jesus
dismissed His life by an act of His will just like a boss
would dismiss an employee, a master his slave. In
essence He said; “Life...BE Gone!” and in a moment
later, the Son of Man was in every sense a dead body
hanging on the cross. Yes He died on the cross but He
did not die because of the Cross.
This is the fundamental difference between Jesus
death and every other person who may have chosen
to end their life prematurely. When we die, it is a case
of the body overcoming our spirit. In other words our
body is no longer able to provide a home for our
spirit, and so our spirit departs from what was once
its home. In the case of Jesus, the exact opposite
occurred. When Jesus died, He dismissed His spirit;
He left His body uninhabited and lifeless. This is the
complete reversal way in which we die. Jesus’ death
was the ultimate and supreme triumph of His Spirit
over His body. The death of Jesus was absolutely
without parallel to the way we die.
The Cross itself, as a stage for Jesus death, also
had a special significance. The Romans had several
ways of dealing with a criminal. Among these, they
might hang him, drown him, impale him, strangle
him, poison him, thrust him with a spear or an arrow,
or crucify him. In all of these forms of killing, only in
crucifixion could there be a possibility that the person
could survive the type of killing. It had been known
that a crucified person might be able to survive for as
long as several days before they actually died. This
was the reason why Pilate was so surprised that Jesus
had died so soon.
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But it wasn’t the Cross which killed Jesus. The
Cross was merely the stage for Jesus to be brought as
a Lamb for the slaughter. Jesus submitted Himself to
being brought to the cross, but when the time came,
it was by His choice to initiate the offering.
Since the fall of Adam, we are now mortal beings
who will be humbled in death, but the difference
is that Jesus humbled Himself. Philippians 2:8 says,
“And being found in appearance as a man, he
humbled himself by becoming obedient to death
- even death on a cross!” Jesus chose to die when
He never needed to die, and it is this choice which
rendered Jesus’ death as substitutionary and vicarious
in the absolute sense.
At the time of our death we have no power for
the body to retain the spirit, but Jesus body was never
subject to death. He died by an act of His will. By
the Power of His word whereby Jesus also created all
things - the universe, the world and all creation. By
the very power of His word He dismissed His Spirit
which was a total expression as to Who He was.
He was the very Word of God, who was God, and
was with God the Father in the very beginning who
commanded, “Let there be light,” and who by the
same authority commanded His spirit to leave His
body when He declared: “Father, into thy hands do I
commend my Spirit,” and in that instant died.
Mankind is not infinite. Only God is infinite. The
person who shortens their life, whether as a martyr,
hero, criminal or suicide, is not surrendering life itself
but rather only surrendering the part of life that still
remains, because as mortals our lives are finite and
will end. The life of Jesus was not finite but infinite.
The difference between what is finite and that which
is infinite is this: you can shorten life in a finite person
by subtraction, but when you subtract from infinite
you still have infinite remaining. The sacrifice of such
a life is therefore never premature since it can never
be shortened.
If Jesus was simply a mortal man then His death
could only have been applied for one person, the
principle of an eye for an eye to balance the books.
But because Jesus was not subject to death His death
truly became a vicarious death in that He need never
have had to die.
This is where the whole theory of evolution comes
to an end. Because, if man is the result of billions of
years whose origin was out of some slimy pit, then he
is no better off than any of the other living animals.
In other words if man really in his original state was

a mere monkey, then man could simply execute a
monkey to be his substitute because that is where
he came from.
But that is not the way man was designed and
biological evolution can never explain the high
order of life that belongs to man alone. It really takes
a whole lot of fake news to believe that we may
have a relative in some far off jungle swinging from
a tree who wants to come for afternoon tea and get
to know his relatives.
The truth is that God designed and created man
to be far above all of the rest of creation, to be in His
image and to rule and reign with Him in the ages yet
to come.
Unless this is true, then there is no foundation
for a vicarious sacrifice that can apply to us; we are
simply no better off than the animal world, and there
is no hope of salvation for us. The whole purpose
of Jesus’ incarnation was a total waste of time and
energy and there is no hope for anyone beyond the
grave. This is all there is and we might as well enjoy
it the best we can until our bodies get to the point
where they can longer house our spirits, which will
then have to look for some other embodiment. We
will simply be ghosts looking for a new home.
What a thought! But praise God, that this is not
the case. Two thousand years ago God anointed a
man by the name of John the Baptist to herald the
coming of God’s one and only Son, Jesus, who
came to the Jordan River and was baptized with the
Holy Spirit causing John to declare:

“Behold the Lamb of God who takes
away the sin of the world!”

On behalf of the entire Sunday Line
team we again want to express our
gratitude to all of our donors for
sharing in the ministry of showing
God’s love to children
in need.
Blessings in Christ,

Pastor Roman
&

Pat Kozak

