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SHOE-BOX CHRISTMAS
Start with an ordinary cardboard shoe box. Add
a few school supplies, a warm pair of socks, some
new mittens, a stuffed toy, a toothbrush and a comb
for boys or hair clips for girls. What goes into a box
can be fun, but what comes out is priceless! It can
have an eternal impact in a young child’s life. Over
800 at-risk children in the Surrey area were delighted
to open their Christmas shoe box and discover their
hidden treasures. During the Sunday afternoon Kids

Klubs, the dramas, the songs, the games and
activities reflect the birth and life of Christ…
but the gift box reflects a personal and practical
care and concern for each child and family.
Turkey Dinners for 7: Graham Hanson, founder
of Metro Kids, received turkeys and fixings,
contributed from Church in the Park, a ministry
of Sunday Line, for a complete Christmas meal.
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Above: Sidewalk Kids Klub; Left: Graham
Hanson with turkey and all the fixings

SIDEWALK KIDS KLUB: ALWAYS GREAT!
Two high impact teams were mobilized
throughout the summer to reach out to 15 different
apartment complexes in the Surrey area. At 10
different Sidewalk Kids Klub sites each week, over
500 hundred children participated in an hour long
program of games, songs, prizes while they learned
a relevant life lesson. About half of the children had
never been connected with Metro Kids before and,
so now, new relationships can be formed with the
families.

EXPRESSED THANKS AND
APPRECIATION:
Thank you to all across Canada who faithfully
support Sunday Line ministries! It is always rewarding
to pass along the funds from you, our donors, to our
mission partners.
Metro Kids is thankful for Sunday Line sponsorship
that allows them to encourage and empower
hundreds of at-risk children with hope to lead lives
of significance.
Hannu Hauka, of Great Commission Media,
expressed his thanks for the Sunday Line donation to
the boys in the prison camp in the Volgograd region of
South Russia. The funds were much appreciated and
used to buy gifts of warm clothing, personal hygiene
kits and food for 300 boys in the camp.
Sunday Line director, Ron Marriott, was privileged
to hand-deliver a cheque to Sergio Bersaglio, director
of Villages of Hope Africa, during his Fall fund raiser.

Above: handing out gifts for 300 Russian children
Below: Ron Marriott with Sergio Bersaglio
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THE GREATEST MYSTERY OF ALL!
Key Scripture: Hebrews 10:5-7

“Then I said, ‘HERE I AM it is written about me!’”

T

he first question many ask is WHAT is
Christianity? Christianity, unlike all religions,
is relational and incarnational and means nothing
less than God living with us and in us. God comes
to indwell man’s heart to create a new man, giving
him a new nature, and a new personality. The new
man is not a reformed old man, but is someone
who is entirely transformed by God when a person
places their faith in the “Finished Work of Jesus
Christ and the Cross”.
The second question many ask is WHO; who
is this Jesus Christ? Prior to His incarnation and
becoming MAN, Jesus was God with God, equal to
and of one substance. There was full equality. There
was no question of being greater or lesser.
Jesus was the God who said to the Godhead
family, “Let us make man in our image.” John 1:1
tells us that Jesus was with God in the beginning
and He is the Living Word who created all things
that were created.
From eternity past our Lord was with God, as
God, and it was only after the incarnation when
Jesus became the God-man that Jesus would say in
John 14:28: “My Father is greater than I.” At the
birth of Jesus as Man, the relationship of “Father to
Son” was established.
If Jesus were merely a perfect man and nothing
else, His sacrifice could only be applied to one
single man and no more. This is the principle of an
eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth but, because
Jesus is eternal, He wrote a cheque which can never
become out-dated.
The identity of Jesus as God is supremely
important…if Jesus were simply a man, then He
could only pay the price for one man’s sin, but as
God He has the ability to pay for the sins of all
people, for all time.

In His pre-incarnate existence Jesus was with
God the Father and God the Holy Spirit which we
know as the Trinity. When Jesus died for our sakes,
if there had not been at least one other God in
heaven, then the universe would have come to an
end. This fact alone gives evidence that there is
more than one person in the Godhead.
Beginning with the story of the creation of
man and the Garden of Eden, we read about the
conversations of God with man. It was Jesus with
whom Adam and Eve talked to personally. It was
Jesus whom Abraham entertained in the Book of
Genesis. It was Jesus with whom Jacob wrestled.
When Jacob wrestled with the Angel of the
Lord, Jacob was well aware of the identity of whom
he had encountered. It was God who appeared to
Jacob as a man in Genesis 32:24 and wrestled with
him. Subsequently this person identified Himself
as God and as a consequence Jacob named that
place “Peniel”, in Hebrew meaning “the face of
God”, and Jacob made this declaration: “I have
seen God face to face.”
Hosea 12:4 tells us that this person was the
Lord God of Hosts. Jacob referred back to this
incident when he was bestowing his final blessings
on Joseph in Genesis 48:15-16 and called this
Angel his Redeemer.
Putting many of these God encountering
passages in the Old Testament together, we have
Jesus identified as the Angel of the Lord, the King,
the Redeemer, the Lord God of Hosts, and Jehovah.
In Judges 2:1 we read that the Angel of the Lord
came up and reminded the children of Israel that
it was He who had brought them out of Egypt and
that it was He who had made an unbreakable
covenant with them. This Angel is later simply
referred to as the Lord.
Furthermore, it was Jesus with whom Moses
talked face to face and with whom the Israelites
shared their first communion meal in Exodus
24:10-11. It was Jesus who met Joshua (Jos. 5:13).
It was Jesus who spoke to Samson’s mother before
his birth. It was Jesus whom Micah saw in 1 Kings
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22:19 and it was Jesus whom David encountered
in 2nd Chronicles 3:1. It was Jesus whose glory the
prophet Isaiah saw in Isaiah 6, and also the One
whom the prophet Amos saw in Amos 9:1.
To make it perfectly clear, and erase all doubt
and confusion, Jesus made this profound statement
which is recorded in John 1:18: “No one has
seen God (Father) at any time; but only begotten
God who is in the bosom of the Father, He has
explained Him.”
According to Jesus’ statement, no one has ever
seen God the Father at any time! Therefore, who
did Adam and Eve see? Who did Abraham, Jacob,
and Moses see? Who did all the patriarchs of the
Old Testament see? The person that all of the Old
Testament saints saw was none other than the preincarnate Son of God…Jesus.
What all of these Old Testament saints saw was
the Lord Jesus in a temporary body manifested for
a temporary time, for a specific occasion, just as
angels have sometimes been allowed to appear in
a temporary body for specific occasions.
But the difference is that a temporary body is not
the same as a body born from a woman. Unless it
was a fully formed human body bred by a woman
it could not truly be a human body, and therefore
could not be representative of man...and if it could
not be representative of man, then it could not be
sacrificed for the sin of man.
This then will answer the third question of
WHY? Why did Jesus manifest Himself in a human
body? The reason for Jesus becoming man is given
to us in Galatians 4:5, “So that we might recover
our sonship through Him”. In order to accomplish
our sonship with God, God needed a human body.
Man without a human body is not a man. This is
the reason why God created man with a body. He
created man with a body for the express purpose
of the incarnation…so that He could redeem
mankind.
For this very reason Hebrews 10:5-7 tells us:
“Therefore, when Christ came into the world, he
said: ‘Sacrifice and offering you did not desire, but
a body you prepared for me; with burnt offerings
and sin offerings you were not pleased.’ Then I

said, ‘Here I am - it is written about me in the
scroll - I have come to do your will, my God.’”
The fourth question we must ask is HOW? How
is the incarnation even possible? And the only
answer to that question is that with God all things
are possible. Even Nicodemus, the great teacher of
Israel, could not understand the principle of being
born again from above. And so it is for everyone
who places their faith in the finished work of Jesus
that God by His Spirit comes to make His residence
in us.
In closing, we come back to the greatest mystery
of all! The greatest mystery of all is that when we
place our faith in the completed work of Jesus, that
God by His Spirit comes to dwell in us and makes
His residence within us to transform us into a new
creation. He does this by His Holy Spirit, the third
person of the Godhead, who takes the things of
Jesus and manifests them in our new lives All things
have passed away, because it is no longer we that
live, but it is Christ who now lives in us, who is the
hope of glory!
This is the reason why we celebrate the
Christmas Season...the coming of Jesus, taking on
human form for the very purpose of bringing us the
Good News that God has sent His Son to reconcile
us from a broken relationship because of SIN. Jesus
made it all possible!
That’s why all the angels would sing:

Joy to the world the LORD has come.
On behalf of the entire Sunday Line team and
volunteers we want to wish you and your loved
ones a very Blessed New Year and that this will
be the best year ever. May every need be met...
may you experience God’s healing power...and
may God give you grace to face the challenges
that may come your way. We give thanks to God
for your faithful support as we endeavour to
reach out to the needy children of this
world!
Blessings and Love!

Pastor Roman & Pat

